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All-India Khaddar Board from Bengal according to the Ahmcdabad reso-
lution are non-co-operators and their friends and sympathizers.
In conclusion, I feel bound to request you to visit Bengal in
January next and have a heart to heart talk with the orthodox non-co-
operators in a certain central place and then visit as many localities as
you possibly can. That will materially help their constructive work, special-
ly national education which is now in a moribund condition. I earnestly
and fervently hope you will pardon me even if the above grounds do not
afford sufficient excuse for not going to Belgaum.
Babu Hardayal Nag is a veteran non-co-operator. His atti-
tude is typical of that of many No-changers. Holding the views
he does, I cannot but endorse his decision to abstain from at-
tendance at Belgaum, Indeed I appreciate this resentment
against even suspension of non-co-operation. I wish there was
more of it. I am not advising national suspension for the love of
it. Circumstances have compelled me to do so. It is for indi-
viduals to make it national again if necessary by demonstrating
its efficacy in their own persons and remaining non-violent at the
same time. I would ask Babu Hardayal and those who think like
him to be most careful about accusing opponents of wickedness.
"Judge not lest ye be judged" is a golden rule. Those whom
we regard as wicked as a rule return the compliment and in
their turn accuse us of what we charge them with. But here again
I quite grant the proposition that if one regards another as irrevo-
cably wicked, one is bound ordinarily to non-co-operate with
him, for unfortunately many things are regulated purely by one's
mental condition. If I mistake a rope for a snake, I am likely to
turn pale with fright, much to the amusement of the bystander
who knows that it is but a rope. Mind is its own place, it "can
make a hell of heaven."1 So far as the complaint against Congress
organizations in Bengal is concerned, whatever may be the posi-
tion today, if hand-spinning becomes part of the franchise, no
Congress organization can exist that does not encourage and
organize hand-spinning.
So far as my visit to Bengal is concerned, I would come to
tour through the different districts at the earliest opportunity. But
it is difficult to fix the time. Kohat refugees are a first charge on
my time after 23rd January. And every day till 23rd January is
already mortgaged. It is risky to say where fate would lead me
after the Punjab Work is over.
Toung India, 26-12-1924
* Milton's Paradise Lost, Bk. II